Case Stories written by parents for parents.

Maddison Wright - 5 months old
I found out about Maddison’s limb difference at my 20-week scan. When the
sonographer told me that her right hand was missing, I was in shock.

At that time, I didn’t know what that meant or what the future would look like for my baby. We had
scans every three or four weeks until I was 36 weeks pregnant. The weeks from that scan right up to
her birth were a mixture of emotions.
Firstly, I went in to protective mode and told everyone I was fine; then I cried a lot and kept blaming
myself for what had happened even though every professional was telling me that this was just, ‘one of
those things.’ I had no real medical reason to even give me an answer as to why this had happened.
Then the anger started and I couldn’t bear to listen to anyone else’s problems because they had two
hands and so did their children! I allowed myself to feel each of these emotions and I felt stronger once
each one had passed.
I have seen these words written so many times from other parents from Reach and I now echo them
myself: I would have saved myself so much pain, tears and guilt if I knew then what I know now!
The first two months after Maddison was born were tough,
this is when I finally grieved for her hand. Once she grew a
little, started moving around and her little personality started
to shine through, she would surprise me daily. At just five
months old, I have seen her grab with her arm, hold her arm,
push herself up, roll over, cuddle into me with her arm and
reach out for something. I am constantly filled with happiness,
excitement and overwhelming love.
What I have learnt above all else in the past five months is she
is not just her arm. She is the happiest soul who brings so
much joy to our lives. I am proud to be her mummy.
Rachel Wright

Theo Atkinson - 15 months old
This is our little boy Theo. He is a cheeky 15-month-old and has an older
brother Edward who is 4.
Theo was born with tar Syndrome and we found out at our 20 week
scan that his arms had not develop, and his hands were on his shoulders.
When we first found out our little boy had no arms and other health
conditions we were devastated as we worried about our baby’s future.
We found Reach and they were amazing, and provided parents to talk to
and even Frank Letch who had grown up with similar limb differences to
Theo.

It was so helpful for us as parents to see things that people with limb
differences could do, from driving to painting and all the amazing
things they accomplish. It was the positive hope we needed as every
hospital appointment we went to was hard and scary.
Reach helped us to not look at Theo’s disability but his ability. Theo is
amazing and every day just gets on with things. He uses his feet a lot
and is just starting to try and use his hands more. He bum shuffles
everywhere and takes delight in doing things he knows he shouldn’t,
and his big brother loves him to bits.

Don’t get us wrong, some days are tough, and I think the biggest challenge we have faced is how
people sometimes react to Theo. Most of the time people are amazed at what Theo can do, his
big smile and his long eyelashes. Unfortunately, there are times when people stare and point and
even laugh, and for us as parents we really feel for him and want to protect him as any parent
would want to protect their child.

Hopefully though, as more and more people see limb differences in public, in the media and in
education, the more our children will be seen as we see them – amazing and beautiful. It is this
that gives us hope, and our beautiful two boys.
We love being a part of the Reach family.
Rachel & Marcus Atkinson

Leon Nagle - 2 years old

Leon is two years old. He is the happiest toddler I know, nothing
seems to get him down. He is fiercely determined, strong minded
and knows what he wants. Whilst sometimes he may struggle with
tasks meant for two hands, he always finds a way as he has a can
do attitude, he will keep attacking a problem until he comes up with
a solution.
I think that is far more rewarding for him and a great learning
experience if you just let them get on with it. I have found it is best
to let Leon figure it out for himself as he gets upset with any
unrequested help. If he is truly stuck he will come ask and we work
on it together so I am not just doing it for him.
He has definitely learned good problem solving skills, if he struggles to hold an object he will use his
foot to help him.
Leon loves walking and recently we did a hill walk at Lyme Park in Stockport. sometimes his balance
is a little off, and he falls over quite a lot but he picks himself back up and carries on regardless. Leon
recently started nursery, and since then he has really come on in leaps and bounds. He has made lots
of new friends and his little arm does not affect his play and exploration in the slightest.
Just some of the things Leon can do:
He can hold a cup with both his big arm and little arm.
He can cut up food using one hand. He uses his little arm to keep the food in place, then uses his left
hand to hold a fork and cut. We don't really know how to master both a knife and fork yet, but it will
come in time.

Leon can pull his trousers up and down and sit on the potty.
getting trousers a size bigger really helps with this.
He can open lids on bottles, he uses a combination of his
mouth and hand to loosen it.
He loves to dance and sing.
He loves animals and the outdoors. He really is just like a
regular child. I am not worried at all about his progress.
Sometimes it may take a little bit longer for him to be able to
achieve something but he's usually not far behind.
Amanda & Basil Nagle

Erin Cooney - 3 years old

When Erin was born with a hand difference it was a massive shock, I
felt so much guilt and so much sorrow, it took some time for me to
come to terms with it. She had 3 surgeries to separate her two fingers
on her left hand at the age of 7 months old, the first year of her life
went so fast and so many wasted tears, because if I knew then what I
know now, things would of been so different.
Fast forward to Erin now being a happy, healthy 3 year old,
Erin is thriving in every way.

She can ride her scooter and do pretty much everything a child
with both hands can do. The only hurdle we have faced so far is
Erin struggled to get herself dressed and undressed but a few
weeks of tough love and perseverance Erin finally cracked it “in
her own way”.
It’s tough watching your child struggle but the smile on her face
after she has achieved it is amazing and I could not be more proud
of her!
Your new baby will give you more joy then you can ever imagine
with every milestone and achievement made, I promise you this!
Erin is becoming aware that she has a different hand to her friends, she asks questions but she isn’t
upset about it, she tells children that ask about her hand, “I was made in my mummy’s tummy like
this” and when they ask if her fingers will grow back, she says, “it’s always going to be like this”. The
first time I heard her say this to her friend was when we was out in the park, my heart burst with
pride.
I will always be her biggest advocate but sometimes I step back and let her handle the world
because she is fierce and wonderful.
Jennifer Cooney

Hero Roskilly-Green - 4 years old
Hero is now 4 and a half and life is good. She started in reception just a
couple of weeks after she turned 4. I got myself in a bit of a state in the
build-up to September, panicking about her being the youngest in the year
and having a limb difference. I just didn’t want her to feel out of her depth
and for her to start getting worries that she’d not had before.
As with so many things for me, I needn’t have worried. Her confidence is
blossoming and she’s got a wonderful group of friends. So far, she’s had
no issues at all with questions or comments – that may have been helped
by her attending the nursery attached to the school beforehand, so she
was already pretty well known when she started.

She’s very independent – even more so when she’s at school. She’s able to dress herself, climb
climbing frames and do most things that she wants. She’s a champion at dispelling my fears and I am
(slowly) learning that I really don’t need to worry as much as I do. A prime example of that was a
couple of weeks ago when Hero was tasked with threading some beads by her schoolteacher. I was
quite anxious and had not really considered buying her beads before. I do spend a lot of my time
battling the compulsion to protect her from potential or imagined emotional upset; my biggest fear
is a parent is that she might lose her self-confidence or in any way feel like she’s less than perfect.
However, she just did it, without any hesitation and as if she’d been threading beads all her life! She
put the string in her ‘Mummy Hand’ and dipped it into the bead pot, gripping the bead in her fingers
before lifting it up and letting it fall on to the string. Take that, Mummy!
Having said that, there is still a tendency for her to avoid certain situations when she doesn’t feel as
secure. She won’t want to get on a swing if her feet don’t touch the ground, for example, as she
doesn’t feel secure holding on. We’re seeing the same reticence to get on a bike, she’s just not
confident yet. We’re not pushing her as she is definitely finding her own ways and she’s learning to
trust herself. Just the other day she made it up and over a climbing frame that she’s been attempting
to scale for the last two years. The look of surprise and glee on her face when she realised she could
do it was priceless!
We’ve found a number of ways to make life a little bit easier for her, which
seems to have helped her confidence. We were given an automatic soap
dispenser by a friend, which she loves. She uses a lolly pop stick instead of
her finger to make spaces when she writes, and we switched from the school
satchel to a backpack when she started bringing more stuff home from
school than she could carry!

All really minor tweaks that just help smooth the way a bit. The biggest hurdle
for us as parents has been our own fears and worries.
As two-handed adults it was at first difficult to see how she would cope in our two-handed world.
Some of the worries I had during the final months of our pregnancy and during her early years, just
seem hilarious now we have her in front of us – totally capable, confident and just getting on with it,
seemingly without a care. I remember crying over seeing a friend’s daughter opening a bottle of
water, thinking Hero wouldn’t be able to do that.
Now, I can’t marry up that anxiety and heart-wrenching worry with
the sight of her in front of me just casually twisting off the lid
without realising that it could have been a challenge.
Hero has been the best and the only healer from the initial fears and
worries. It didn’t matter what anybody said, we needed to see it for
ourselves before we could truly believe that she would be just fine –
more than fine, in fact – she’s flourishing.
Amy & Ben Roskilly-Green

Emily Chapman, Reach mum to Arthur, wrote this beautiful
poem in celebration.
'We were lucky enough to find out about the Reach
community from a wonderful Reach member and midwife,
Samantha Bradnock, while we were still in hospital. I really
enjoy being part of the uplifting and inspiring Reach family.'

Please don’t say you’re sorry
Not for one second did we mind
We love him exactly as he is
But know you’re trying to be kind

When you meet him for yourself
You’ll feel the same way too
And get heart warming giggles
If you play peek a boo

Just like some wear glasses
Or have freckles on a nose
We are all uniquely different
As everybody knows

Don’t define based on an arm
Or make assumptions due to looks
You‘ll find yourself proven wrong
Look beyond the cover of the books

This smiling joyful toddler
Won’t let anything stand in his way
He crawls and laughs and chats along
Taking each moment day by day

His little stump is perfect
It’s smooth and oh so soft
Much stronger than a hand
You’ll know it if he pushes off!

Have a scroll of google
And maybe insta too
‘Limb different’ skills are incredible,
See for yourself, it’s true

From the moment you were born
You’ve been part of an awesome
tribe
Of ‘limb different’ people
Some of the most inspiring humans
alive

You can choose whatever left hand
you like
Not restricted born with two
Your options are limitless
We’re so excited to see all you do

We don’t see a ‘difference’
We just see you as you
And every part of us
Loves every single part of you
Emily Chapman

